Intro





Samhain is a pagan religious festival originating from an ancient Celtic spiritual tradition. In modern times, Samhain (a Gaelic word pronounced “sow-win”) is usually celebrated from October 31 to November 1 to welcome in the harvest and usher in “the dark half of the year.” Celebrants believe that the barriers between the physical world and the spirit world break down during Samhain, allowing more interaction between humans and denizens of the Otherworld.





In Ancient Samhain


Ancient Celts marked Samhain as the most significant of the four quarterly fire festivals, taking place at the midpoint between the fall equinox and the winter solstice. During this time of year, hearth fires in family homes were left to burn out while the harvest was gathered. After the harvest work was complete, celebrants joined with Druid priests to light a community fire using a wheel that would cause friction and spark flames. The wheel was considered a representation of the sun and used along with prayers. There gifts were sacrificed, and participants took a flame from the communal bonfire back to their home to relight the hearth. (Harth) 





Early texts present Samhain as a mandatory celebration lasting three days and three nights where the community was required to show themselves to local kings or chieftains. Failure to participate was believed to result in punishment from the gods, usually illness or death. There was also a military aspect to Samhain in Ireland, with holiday thrones prepared for commanders of soldiers. Anyone who committed a crime or used their weapons during the celebration faced a death sentence. Some documents mention six days of drinking alcohol to excess, typically mead or beer, along with gluttonous feasts.





In Wicca and Samhain





A broad revival of Samhain resembling its traditional pagan form began in the 1980s with the growing popularity of Wicca. Wicca celebration of Samhain takes on many forms, from the traditional fire ceremonies to celebrations that embrace many aspects of modern Halloween, as well as activities related to honoring nature or ancestors. Wiccans look at Samhain as the passing of the year, and incorporate common Wiccan traditions into the celebration.





For Druids)





In the Druid tradition, Samhain celebrates the dead with a festival on October 31 and usually features a bonfire and communion with the dead. American pagans often hold music and dance celebrations called Witches’ Balls in proximity to Samhain.








Halloween








In Christianity (and Samhain) - Intro





As Christianity gained a foothold in pagan communities, church leaders attempted to re-frame Samhain as a Christian celebration. The first attempt was by Pope Boniface in the 5th century. He moved the celebration to May 13 and specified it as a day celebrating saints and martyrs. The fire festivals of October and November, however, did not end with this decree. In the 9th century, Pope Gregory moved the celebration back to the time of the fire festivals, but declared it All Saints’ Day, on November 1. All Souls’ Day would follow on November 2.


______________________________________________________





Neither new holiday did away with the pagan aspects of the celebration. October 31 became known as All Hallows Eve, or Halloween, and contained much of the traditional pagan practices before being adopted in 19th-century America through Irish immigrants bringing their traditions across the ocean.














Trick-or-treating is said to have been derived from ancient Irish and Scottish practices in the nights leading up to Samhain. In Ireland, mumming was the practice of putting on costumes, going door-to-door and singing songs to the dead. Cakes were given as payment. Halloween pranks also have a tradition in Samhain, though in the ancient celebration, tricks were typically blamed on fairies. Samhain is the foundation of Halloween history from which the custom of wearing masks and asking for candies came to life. Old Celtic tribes are the ones who invented Halloween tradition as a way to observe the new year and mark the transition from summer to winter. 





So How and Why Did Halloween Start?





According to the old Celtic calendar, October 31 was the new year’s eve. The first day of November was regarded as a point of time in which summer and harvest came to an end conceding position to winter. In the old times, when technology wasn’t as advanced as it is today, seasons had much more impact on human lives. Winter was feared for its cold and death it always brought upon the arrival. Bad harvest could often lead to starvation of many due to a lack of food which was extremely hard to obtain. Summer, on the other hand, was a time of plenty. It is the reason why the passage day had special importance and had to be observed in a particular manner.

















So Why Is Halloween Frightening?





Old celts believed that on the night of 31st October the veil between our world and the afterlife is the thinnest. That’s why they were convinced that, once a year, ghosts, spirits and other abominations were able to come amongst the living and integrate their influence into streams of events. It is the reason for Halloween being wrapped by the atmosphere of frightening and threatening. Ghosts were often accused of stealing and damaging crops as the winter’s worst nightmare was to face the depletion of food. But besides strings of negativities, their presence could be used to extract some advantages as well. It was believed that being close to the entities from the other side helped Druids and Shamans with predicting the future.





The Druids and Samhain or Halloween believed that the earth is sacred to our survival as do I so I believe we must preserve it the best we can... 


